Improving Students\u27 Learning Interest In Mastering Vocabulary Using Microsoft Powerpoint In SMPN 2 Bengkayang by Herlini, H. (Herlini) et al.
1 
 
IMPROVING STUDENTS’ LEARNING INTEREST IN MASTERING 
VOCABULARY USING MICROSOFT POWERPOINT IN SMPN 2 
BENGKAYANG 
 
Herlini, U. Salam, Regina 
Masters Study Program of English Language Education UNTAN, Pontianak  
E-mail: liniethepooh_999@yahoo.com 
 
Abstract: This research is aimed to improve the students’ learning interest in 
mastering vocabulary using Microsoft PowerPoint. Common activity which 
was done by the teacher in teaching learning process using blackboard and 
chalk were subtituted by using Power Point Slide with LCD Projector, sound 
system, etc. Through those devices the material presented in audio visual, 
colorful, and real picture in order to make the students interested in learning 
English. So, the technology was important to arouse the students’ interest in 
learning English, especially in mastering vocabulary. The research 
methodology applied in this research is action research with two cycles in 
which each cycle starts from planning, acting, observing, and reflecting. The 
data collected was the qualitative data from observation, field note,  interview, 
and document. The study revealed that the implementation of PowerPoint has 
succeeded in improving the students’ learning interest and vocabulary 
mastery. That the implementation of PowerPoint has significant improvement 
to the teacher teaching competence, I would like to propose some suggestions 
for the English teachers, especially those who teach in Junior High School to 
apply media to conduct the teaching learning process in the class,  improve 
their acquisition of knowledge about ICT in teaching  and provide more 
chance for the students to practice their English during the lesson. 
 
Key Words: Students’ learning interest, Microsoft PowerPoint,  
Teaching and LearningVocabulary. 
 
 
Mastering of vocabulary is important for 
students especially in language learning. 
Hiebert and Kamil (2005) state that the 
role of vocabulary is a complex one, these 
complex, multiple meanings of words 
need to be understood in the context of 
other words in the sentences and 
paragraphs of texts. It means that not only 
are students expected to understand words 
in texts, but also texts can be expected to 
introduce them to many new words.  
Coady and Huckin (1997:5) state, 
“Vocabulary is central to language and of 
critical importance of the typical language 
learner”. It describes that vocabulary as 
success key of learning language to 
achieve oral and written communication 
competence. Since vocabulary is 
fundamental in language learning, so 
teaching vocabulary earlier is better than 
teaching it later, the more words ones 
know, the better their chance of 
understanding or making yourself 
understood (Edge: 1993). From the 
theory, it can be inferred that learning 
vocabulary is important. In addition, it can 
also make us easier to understand new 
concepts and to be considered by the 
teachers that vocabulary should be taught 
at the beginning level as Junior High 
School to support the teaching learning 
process. 
It happens in many schools especially 
in a remote area, where English firstly 
introduced when students enter the Junior 
High School. English was not taught 
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when they were in the Elementary School 
because there is still not English teacher 
available for Elementary School. That 
makes the students’ vocabulary in English 
is very limited. Tompkins (2009:23) states 
that a teacher plays a crucial role in 
engaging the students to study, monitoring 
their progress and providing 
encouragement. Teacher plans 
instructional activities that are interesting, 
incorporate authentic material and involve 
students in cooperative group. 
It becomes a big challange for the 
teacher in a remote area, because his/her 
duty is not only to teach students English 
material, but also to attract them in 
learning the language.  The way of teacher 
teaching with a traditional method such as 
making notes and memorizing the words 
does not seem effective to make them 
involved in learning. They tend to dislike 
English because of the difficulty in 
mastering new vocabulary every meeting. 
The concerns of the teacher are how to 
make the students interested in learning 
this new language and change their 
attitude toward the new language. The 
students consider that English is difficult, 
boring and scraring. Thus, the teacher’s 
task is how to make them enjoy learning 
English seriously. 
From the fact above, the researcher 
finds that the problem faced by the 
students in learning is not about the ability 
they have, but more about their interest to 
the subject. Students have talent but they 
lack of interest and willingness to study 
hard that are needed for their high 
achievement.Most of the students do not 
realize the usefulness of the language. 
English is seen as among the least 
enjoyable subjects by the students, 
especially boys (Stables and Wikeley 
cited in Chambers: 1999). Another reason 
is the students face that study the 
language is difficult, they thought that 
they will not go abroad, or else they will 
go to English speaking countries. 
Teacher plays important role in 
affecting student’s interest in learning. Of 
course, English as a new subject in the 
school has some problems for the 
students. They show little attention, has 
lack of motivation and interest, and tend 
to be ignore the lesson.  
Chambers (1999) points out some 
factors that influence students to be 
reluctant as follow: (a) Low expectation 
by teachers, (b) Insufficient 
reinforcement of learning, (c) Insufficient 
attention given by the teacher to 
individual learning difficulties. 
There are many ways that teachers 
can do to overcome such the phenomena 
above. One of them is by using media in 
teaching learning process, such as 
Microsoft Power-Point. Microsoft 
PowerPoint is said to serve as a mean of 
mapping and directing the flow of a 
classroom discussion on a topic and also 
as a mean of presenting the materials 
(Meo et all: 2013). Learning is more 
effective and efficient if the students are 
informed as to how well they are doing.  
It is undeniable that material plays 
important role in teaching that it should be 
prepared and presented well to the 
students. By the PowerPoint media, 
teachers become easily in designing and 
innovating teaching learning materials for 
the students. Teaching with PowerPoint 
provides better concept and this is more 
elaborated when the teacher highlights 
important contents of the topic on the 
board (Meo et all: 2013) 
Microsoft PowerPoint has became a 
very helpful aid in teaching learning 
process  because it is capable of both 
audio and video embedding (Apple & 
Kikuchi: 2007). As one of technology 
development, the impact of using ICT in 
education has been proven in various 
studies as one of the tools to assist the 
process of teaching and learning to be 
more interesting, motivating, enjoyable as 
well as meaningful (Apple & Kikuchi: 
2007, Rasidah: 1997).  
Nowadays, government has made 
some effort to improve the quality of 
education system in some school. One of 
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them is by giving media and technology 
device such as projector, computer, 
language labo-ratory and many others that 
can support teacher in teaching. 
Unfortunately, not all schools have given 
the opportunity to have those kinds of 
provisions, and to be regretful is that some 
schools which have given those kinds of 
media do not use and apply the media 
when they are teaching. Those teachers 
still enjoy teaching using traditional 
method rather than applying media in the 
classroom. Based on the survey, there are 
some reasons that make the teachers not 
prefer applying those madia because: (a) 
It takes time to prepare it, (b) Lack of 
sources and have no time to design the 
materials, (c) Cannot use the media 
Due to the challanges above, this 
study aims to give contribution and create 
a condition in which students have an 
opportunity to have different situations 
and fun learning to love English at early 
stage by providing them attractive, 
interesting materials as well as audio 
visual learning presented using Microsoft 
Power-Point. In fact, there are many ways 
that teacher can apply to achieve this. And 
it becomes the teachers responsibility to 
find the best way in teaching English at 
their students’ early stage, so that the 
learning goals can be achieve. 
Specifically, this study tries to investigate 
the use of Microsoft Power Point to 
improve students’ interest in mastering 
vocabulary. 
Based on the reality in the classroom 
activity, it shows that students find 
difficulty of their learning especially their 
vocabulary mastery because they have no 
interest on that subject. Teaching 
vocabulary by memorizing word makes 
them bored and scared when the English 
time coming. The use of media in 
teaching learning activity makes some 
efforts to change students way of learning. 
Microsoft PowerPoint becomes one of the 
effective media in teaching English, 
because the teacher can present the 
materials visually and audio record. The 
students are able to learn the material 
using visual or audio that will also help 
them in their pronounciation. It is 
important to be emphasize here is, 
because of the different way of teacher 
teaching, it will give something new to the 
students and make them feel interested 
with the subject and have motivation to 
learn. So, the influence of PowerPoint as 
the teaching meadia not only can improve 
students’ vocabulary mastery but the most 
important is to attract their interest in 
learning English.  
 
METHOD 
The design of this research is a 
classroom action research. Burns (2009) 
says that action research is related to the 
idea of ‘reflective practice’ and ‘the 
teacher as researcher’. Action research 
involves taking a self-reflective, critical, 
and systematic approach to exploring our 
own teaching contexts. One of the main 
aims of action research is to identify a 
‘problematic’ situation or issue that the 
participants who may include teacher or 
students. Cohen et all (2005:226) define 
action research as a powerful tool for 
change and improvement at the local 
level. Cohen (2005) suggests that action 
research may be used in almost any 
setting where problem involving people, 
tasks and procedures cries out for 
solution, or where some change of feature 
results in a more desirable outcome. 
Another view comes from Nunan 
(1992:17) saying that action research has 
been a form of research which is become 
increasingly significant in language 
education. The intention of the research is 
clearly stated here, that is the 
improvement of an educational profession 
practice. It can refer to many thing such as 
the improvement of quality of the teacher, 
the use of newest learning media, the use 
of the newest teaching techniques or 
methods, etc. Those improvements are 
hoped to be able to increase the quality of 
teacing and learning process in 
theclassroom and in the end, able to 
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produce students with good quality of 
English. For this reason, the researcher 
used the action research to make 
improvements or solve problems 
especially to attract students’ interest in 
learning English and the vocabulary 
mastery using Microsoft Powerpoint as 
the media in teaching. 
The researcher conducted the 
research collaboratively with other 
English teachers. Their engagement were 
aimed at obtaining the data needed as 
objective as possible. However, before the 
other teacher take part in the research, she 
is first introduced with and briefed about 
the research’s procedures. The research 
procedures used are adopted from Burns 
(2009) as described below: 
1. Planning 
In this phase, the researcher 
identify a problem or issue and 
develop a plan of action in order to 
bring about the improvements in a 
specific area of the research context. In 
this case, the researcher wants to find 
out what makes the students interested 
in learning English especially in 
improving their vocabulary mastery. 
2. Acting 
In this phase, the researcher put 
into action based on the plan before. 
The activities of teaching and learning 
were focus on attracting students’ 
interest by using Microsoft PowerPoint 
as the media which presents audio and 
visual in order to enrich the students’ 
vocabulary. 
3. Observing 
This phase involves researcher 
and collaborator in observing the 
effects of the action and documenting 
the context, action and opinion of 
those involved. The observation starts 
at the beginning of the lesson until the 
end of the lesson. The collaborators 
observe the students involvement in 
the process of learning which is guided 
by Students’ observation sheet. The 
collaborators also take notes of any 
events about the students’ behaviors, 
attitude, and some matters that may 
happen beyond expectation or 
preparation which become the 
enrichment to gather the data by using 
field note observation. 
4. Reflecting 
At this point, the researcher 
reflect on, evaluate and describe the 
effects of the action in order to make 
sense of what has happened and to 
understand the isuue which the 
researcher have explored. For the 
further cycles of action research is 
done to improve the situation even 
more. 
 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
Based on the observation in SMPN 2 
Capkala, Bengkayang, especially in the 
first grade students, the researcher found 
that most of the students had no curiosity 
and seemed to have low interest in 
learning English. It could be seen from the 
pre-observation in every meeting and 
interview held before the research that 
were 1) 81,25 % the students had low 
interest in studying English; 2) most of 
the students did not pay attention to the 
lesson; 3) almost all of  the students were 
inactive in the classroom; 4) some of the 
students were frustrated and bored in the 
teaching learning activities. Seeing such 
the condition in the classroom, the 
researcher needed to solve the problem 
and find solution to overcome it. 
Moreover from the situation above, the 
result of the students’ achievement of 
English is very low.  It influenced the 
students ability in English, such as: 1) the 
students got difficulties to recognize and 
memorize the words; 2) the students got 
difficulties in pronouncing the word 
correctly; 3) the students had no interest 
in learning Englsih; 4) the students needed 
something new in learning process, such 
as the use of media when teaching.  
The problems of the students’ interest 
in learning English and mastering 
vocabularies came from some cases. From 
the teacher, the teacher’s technique of 
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teaching, she only used drilling, and the 
teacher’s role only explained the meaning 
or translating. From the students problems 
came because they did not pay attention to 
the teaching learning process. First, when 
the teacher asked to the students some of 
the English words or the meaning of the 
words in Indonesia, only a few number of 
students could answer the question. 
Second, when the teacher asked them to 
pronounce the words, some of them 
pronounced in Indonesian words. Third, 
when the teacher gave them to spell the 
words, most of them got difficulties to 
spell it. Supporting the explanation above, 
the following are data about the students’ 
problem with learning interest as follows: 
(1) Low interest in learning English, the 
students did not pay attention to the 
lesson, (2) Feel bored to the material 
presented, the students did not enjoy the 
lesson delivered by the teacher, (3) 
Remaining silent, the students just kept 
silent when the teacher asked questions, 
(4) Being inactive, The students prefered 
to stay calm and do nothing, (5) Frustrated 
and afraid, the students  were getting 
frustrated when they had turn in practicing 
something. 
From the fact above, the researcher 
found that first, majority of teachers in 
that school did not use media in teaching, 
she used conventional method in the 
classroom. Second, the students were 
bored because the teacher only used LKS 
in teaching. Third, the students were 
keeping silent in teaching learning 
process, because they do not involve in 
attractive activity. Fourth, students were 
not active in teaching learning process. It 
made the coopeartion between the 
students and the teacher looked not alive. 
And fifth, the students looked not 
enthusiastic in teaching learning process. 
 
 
Cycle 1 
Planning 
When preparing the the lesson plan, 
the researcher had to select appropriate 
material that was suitable with the 
students’ level of difficulty. She chose 
simple lesson but it would attract the 
students interest to learn which colorful 
and real pictures. The material in the first 
and second meeting still in one theme, 
that was about profession. In order to 
motivated the students the picture of the 
slide was one of the students in the 
classroom and some were the villagers 
who were familiar to the students. The 
slide also presented some pictures of 
famous persons and various professions 
that was planned to make the students 
opened their mind and saw people around 
the world. It was to told the students that 
the profession was not only something 
that they saw in their village, as they saw 
their parents and neighborhood.  
Then in the second meeting, the 
activity in the classroom gradually 
involved the students to said something, 
thinking and practicing. For the first time 
in the second meeting, the students were 
reminded to the previous lesson. In the 
second meeting, it was more students 
oriented and also challanged their 
confidence to came in front of the 
classroom. The improvement of students’ 
interest in learning English after the 
implementation of PowerPoint 
presentation in the classroom could be 
seen in table 1 
The result of implementing Microsoft 
PowerPoint in two meeting showed that 
there was improvement of the class 
climate. It had significance comparison 
between teaching learning activity before 
and after the research implementation. 
The improvement of class climate in cycle 
1 compare with the learning activities 
before the implementation of PowerPoint 
presentation in the classroom could be 
seen in the following table 2. 
 
 
Table 1 
The Improvement of the Students’ 
Learning Interest in the End of Cycle 1 
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 Consciousness 
and 
Willingness 
Attention 
Pleasure 
and 
Persistence  
B
e
fo
r
e 
th
e
 A
c
ti
o
n
 < 40 % 
(Only few 
students feel 
conscious 
and involved 
in learning) 
< 50 % 
(Only half 
of students 
get 
concentrate 
to the 
lesson) 
< 50 % 
(Only half 
of students 
have fun 
and spirit in 
learning) 
A
ft
e
r
 t
h
e
 A
c
ti
o
n
 
(C
y
c
le
 1
) 
45 – 65 % 
(Some 
students feel 
conscious 
and involved 
in learning) 
50 – 70 % 
(More than 
half of 
students get 
concentrate 
to the 
lesson) 
60 – 75 % 
(Only half 
of students 
have fun 
and spirit in 
learning) 
 
The improvement of students’ 
vocabulary mastery. The result of 
implementing PowerPoint Presenta-tion 
showed that there was improvement on 
students’ voca-bulary mastery. Although 
for some aspect of vocabulary such as 
meaning, spelling and pronoun-ciation 
still needed much practice for the students 
to master, at least now the students could 
recognize which one the pictures when the 
teacher mentioned and asked them to 
point it. 
 
Table 2 
The Improvement of the Class Climate 
in the End of Cycle 1 
 
 
Activities in Teaching  Learning Activities 
B
e
fo
r
e 
th
e
 
A
c
ti
o
n
 
Teacher did 
not use 
media in 
teaching 
The students 
were bored 
because the 
teacher only 
used LKS in 
teaching 
The students 
were noisy 
in teaching 
learning 
process 
A
ft
e
r
 t
h
e
 A
c
ti
o
n
 
(C
y
c
le
 1
) 
Teacher used 
Microsoft 
PowerPoint 
in teaching  
Students 
enjoyed in 
teaching 
learning 
process 
from the 
PowerPoint 
presentation 
When the 
picture 
showed, 
students 
paid 
attention 
 
The weaknesses: Some students still felt 
nervous, afraid while answering the 
teacher’s question because they had 
difficulty in pronouncing the words. The 
students felt not confidence in answering 
the questions. When the teacher asked the 
students to pronounce some of the words, 
there were some students still wrong. The 
students also were still difficult to spell 
the words. There were also some students 
who were still passive in the classroom.  
Based on the problem, the researcher used 
different strategy (1) by giving the task in 
pairs, it was aimed to improve their 
bravery and confidence. So, when making 
mistakes, he/she didn’t get frustrated 
alone. (2) the teacher made more activities 
in pronouncing because based on the 
observation, students still had more 
difficulties in pronouncing.  
 
Table 3. 
 The Improvement of the Students’ 
Vocabulary Mastery Before and After the 
Research Implementation in Cycle 1. 
 
 
Vocabulary Meaning Spelling 
B
e
fo
r
e 
th
e
 
A
c
ti
o
n
 
The students’ 
vocabulary is 
limited 
The students 
couldn’t 
recognize the 
meaning of 
the words 
The students 
couldn’t 
spell the 
words 
A
ft
e
r
 t
h
e
 
A
c
ti
o
n
 
(C
y
c
le
 1
) 
The students’ 
vocabulary is 
getting bigger 
The students 
know the 
words when 
they looked 
the picture 
Some of the 
students 
could spell 
the words 
correctly 
 
Revising the Plan: To solve the problem 
that appeared in cycle 1, the writer revised 
the plan for the next cycle, in order that 
the weaknesses wouldn’t occur again. The 
plan for the next cycle would be more 
focused on improving students’ interest in 
learning English through Microsoft 
PowerPoint Media.  
 
Cycle 2 
Planning: In the second cycle of action 
research, a lesson plan was made based on 
the observation and reflection in the first 
cycle. After doing an evaluation of the 
first cycle in meeting 1 and 2, the 
researcher and collaborator design a 
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lesson plan and the scenario for the 
second cycle.  The preparation of the 
second cycle was principally not different 
from the preparation of the first cycle. In 
the PowerPoint presentation, the teacher 
added more design, moving animation, 
trasition and sound to make the 
presentation more attractive.  
The researcher used different topics 
from the first cycle, that was daily 
activity. As usual, before entering the 
classroom the teacher prepared the media 
that would be implemented in the class. 
There were speaker, laptop with LCD 
projector. For pre-activity, the teacher 
would greet the students and check their 
attendance as in the first cycle. Then, the 
teacher explained the learning objectives. 
Acting: The class began by observing 
pictures from the slides, the pictures 
showed daily activities which were done 
everyday. The presentation was presented 
in colourful pictures with various design 
of PowerPoint, transition and moving 
animation. For the main activity, the 
teacher emphasized the learning activity 
on students’ pronounciation, so more 
activities were drilling words/phrases. 
After the students practiced pronouncing 
vocabularies, they were asked to 
memorized the words/phrases.  
Observing: In this cycle, the monitoring 
was carried out during the implementation 
the action. The teaching learning process 
through Microsoft PowerPoint became 
more and more alive. Microsoft Power-
Point used in teaching vocabulary could 
attract the students curiousity and 
attention. The students were more 
interested to study English, they did not 
feel bored and frustrated anymore. The 
improvement of students’ interest in the 
second cycle could be seen in the 
following table. 
Reflecting: The result of teaching 
learning process of English using 
Microsoft PowerPoint showed increasing 
from cycle one to cycle two. The 
improvement of the students’ learning 
interest was quite significant. It could be 
seen from what the students did during the 
session. There were no students who 
looked weak and bored to had the lesson. 
All of the students were being active in 
participating the learning process. 
 
Table 4.  
The Improvement of the Students’ 
Learning Interest in the End of Cycle 2 
 
 Consciousness 
and 
Willingness 
Attention 
Pleasure 
and 
Persistence  
A
ft
e
r
 t
h
e
 A
c
ti
o
n
 
(C
y
c
le
 1
) 
45 – 65 % 
(Some 
students feel 
conscious 
and involved 
in learning) 
50 – 70 % 
(More than 
half of 
students get 
concentrate 
to the 
lesson) 
60 – 75 % 
(Only half 
of students 
have fun 
and spirit in 
learning) 
A
ft
e
r
 t
h
e
 A
c
ti
o
n
 
(C
y
c
le
 2
) 
70 – 90 % 
(Almost all 
of the  
students 
participated 
in learning) 
80 – 95 % 
(Most 
students 
paid 
attention to 
the lesson) 
80 – 100 % 
(All of 
students 
were excited 
and 
encouraging 
in learning) 
 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
Conclusion 
 
After conducting classroom action 
research in improving students’ learning 
interest in mastering vocabulary using 
Microsoft Power-Point at the seventh 
grade students of SMPN 2 Bengkayang, 
the researcher then draws the conclusions 
as follows: (1) Microsoft PowerPoint is 
one of media that can be used to improve 
the students’ learning interest, the teacher 
must have skills and ability in designing 
material to attract the students’ interest in 
learning, (2) The teacher had to set 
objectives of teaching and learnning and 
told the objectives to the students, not 
only PowerPoint as the media, but the 
teacher’s role in managing the class is 
also important to make the learning 
activity more effective and efficient that 
make subject easy to be understood by the 
students,  
 
Suggestion 
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There are some suggestions to be 
offered: For English teachers: (a) Using 
media in teaching English especially 
Microsoft PowerPoint for the intention to 
improve the students’ learning interest is 
very promising, (b) The teacher should be 
creative in designing the materials in form 
of PowerPoint presentation, (c) The 
teacher can design the teaching material 
by their own or can be done together with 
other teachers in the forum of MGMP, or 
he/she can adopt some from the internet.  
For the students: (a) The students can get 
learning experience when they learn 
authentic material, real pictures from their 
environment, (b) The students should 
develop their self awareness better in 
daily teaching and learning process, (c) 
The students should keep their self 
confidence high by not feeling afraid 
when the teacher asks them to do 
something or to present something in from 
of the class, (d) The students need to learn 
harder to pronounce and spell the words 
especially in the oral and written form. 
For other researchers: (a) The result of 
this research can be used as reference for 
other researchers who conduct the same 
research interest, (b) It is hoped that other 
reseacrhers can give new prespectives in 
the research especially in the use of media 
in teaching English, (c) The use of media 
in teaching is very useful to increase the 
students’ learning interest, especially for 
the beginners. 
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